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This Kids Count data book profiles the status of
children in Kansas, based on 17 indicators of well being. The
indicators are grouped into four areas: (1) economic
well-being--births to single teens, children approved for free school
meals, and children receiving economic assistance; (2) physical
health and safety--child death rates, infant mortality rates, births
with early prenatal care, kindergartners fully immunized by age two,
and low birth weight babies; (3) childhood care and education--Head
Start participation, child care availability, high school graduate
post-secondary education, births to mothers with less than a high
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well-being--teen violent death rates, out-of-home placement, youth
alcohol use, and children in grades 5 through 12 who have used drugs
other than alcohol. Section 1 of the report is comprised of tables
and graphic displays detailing findings for each indicator on a
county and statewide basis. Part 2, the bulk of the report, is
comprised of statistics for each county listed alphabetically, a
graphic and narrative description of changes over time, and
demographic information. The overall finding is one of small but
significant improvements in most of the indicators, especially the
reduction in the childhood death rate and teen violent death rate.
Concerns highlighted include the number of infants born to single
teens, the number of school age children eligible for free school
meals, and the amount of alcohol use among youth. Appendices discuss
the selection of indicators and data sources. (KDFB)
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WAYS TO MAKE KIDS COUNT!

HOME

Take your child to lunch and talk about
something important to him or her.

Really listen to your child; remember to say
*I love you" a lot!

Take an interest in your children's friends.

SCHOOL

Volunteer to help young people with
their homework at a library or

community center.

Attend school events.

CONGREGATION

Share a skill with a youth group.

Add a weekly 'youth facts' to your
congregation's bulletin.

COMMUNITY

Help a youth find ways to make a
difference in your community.

Organize a network of people
in your community who will keep
informed about children's issues

and will communicate their concerns
to policy - makers.

Join KANSAS ACTION FOR
CHILDREN!
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KANSAS ACTION FOR CHILDREN

believes that ALL KANSAS KIDS should count!

FAMILY
BIRTHS TO SINGLE TEENS

Kansas experienced an increase in live
births to unmarried teens. Among the teens

who gave birth, two percent, or 74
were 14 or younger.

CHILDHOOD CARE & EDUCATION
CHILD CARE AVAILABILITY

National studies indicate there should be a
minimum of 25 child care slots per 100 children.

Currently, 64 counties do not even have the
recommended minimum.

HEALTH
IMMUNIZATIONS BY AGE TWO

Over the past several gears, current kindergartner
records have been used in a retrospective

study to determine their immunization rates
when they were two years of age. The percent has

risen from a little over 50% to the current
rate of S9 %.

Kansas must continue encouraging partnerships within
the business, religious, social service and
educational communities to address the

well-being of our Kansas children!

SOURCE: 1997 KANSAS KIDS COUNT Data Book
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